
 

 

SIXTH COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (LEGAL) 
Topic Summaries 

 
Topic A: Climate criminals: the application of international criminal law to transnational 
environmental crime 
  
"You did not act in time" - Greta Thunberg, 2019. 
  
Earth Overshoot Day was on the 29th of July, marking the day when humans have exhausted all 
natural resources the planet can sustainably supply for 2019. We overshot by five months, two months 
sooner than 20 years ago.1 
  
This is just one of many scientific measures of our impact on the environment. One significant 
contributor to the precarious state of our climate is Transnational Environmental Crime (TEC).  
  
According to the United National Environment Programme (UNEP),2 TECs are activities across 
national borders including illegal logging and timber smuggling, species smuggling, the black market 
in ozone depleting substances, and the illegal movement of toxic and hazardous waste and other 
prohibited chemicals, etc. In a 2014 UNEP Study,3 illegal wildlife trade is estimated to be between 
USD 50 and 150 billion per year. Illegal fisheries are valued at USD 10 to 23.5 billion and illegal logging 
at USD 30 to 100 billion per year.  
  
TEC has significant knock-on effects beyond environmental impact, which include corruption and 
financial crime, loss of tax revenue, parallel trading with other forms of criminal activity, and distortion 
of the licit market. 
  
A key challenge of combatting TEC is that it is a new category of crime that lacks common 
understanding and a consistent approach from law enforcement agencies. According to Professor 
Lorraine Elliot,4 existing Multinational Environment Agreements do not prohibit TEC but rather 
attempt to control it.  
  
While TEC, like any environmental issue, affects the entire international community, not every country 
appears willing to commit to its eradication. Additionally, there is the question of whether international 
criminal law will have the teeth to make fundamental change.  
 
  

 
1 Global Footprint Network National Footprint Accounts 2019 
2 http://web.unep.org/divisions/delc/transnational-environmental-crime 
3 (UNEP Year Book 2014 Emerging Issues Update: Illegal Trade in Wildlife (Nairobi: UNEP, 2014) 
4 Lorraine Elliott, “‘Green Crime'”, Völkerrechtsblog, 6 February 2017, doi: 10.17176/20170206-090442. 



 

 

Topic B: From hashtag to high court and beyond; codifying the #metoo movement in 
international law 
 
 
“If you’ve been sexually harassed or assaulted write ‘me too’ as a reply to this tweet.” - Alyssa Milano 
  
The Word Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 1 in 3 (35%) of women worldwide have 
experienced either physical and/ or sexual intimate partner violence or non-partner sexual violence in 
their lifetime. WHO says that violence can negatively affect women's physical, mental, sexual and 
reproductive health, and may increase the risk of acquiring HIV in some settings.5 
  
The phrase ‘Me Too’, first coined in 2006 by activist, Tarana Burke, exploded into mainstream media 
following a tweet by Actress Alyssa Milano, going viral in October of 2017, with Forbes reporting that 
by the 16th of October #MeToo was used more than 500,000 times and was used  in 12 million posts 
on Facebook in the first 24 hours.6 
  
A protest against sexual assault, the movement demonstrated the monumental number of victims of 
sexual harassment and assault that exist and how many of these crimes went unreported. It exposed 
the role of sexual violence in the workplace and how the gender power dynamics are still very much 
a part of the experience of women around the world in the 21st century.  
  
The #MeToo movement has resulted in significant social change; with large numbers of survivors of 
abuse coming forward, high profile prosecutions such as Harvey Weinstein, Brett Kavanaugh and 
Larry Nassar, and significant change in corporate boardroom attitudes to sexual harassment.  
  
However, there remains sexual violence and harassment remains a significant issue in the realm of 
women’s rights, which begs questions regarding the role of international law in creating substantial 
change.  
  
Lack of consistency in the rape and consent laws around the world is a key issue, with rape being 
treated as a moral crime rather than one of violence in at least 15 of 82 jurisdictions found in a report 
by Equality Now. The same report discussed how marital rape is expressly legal in at least 20 of these 
82 jurisdictions.7  
  
Legal provisions for sexual harassment in the workplace is another challenge. While the International 
Labor Organization has adopted Convention and Recommendations Concerning the Elimination of 
Violence and Harassment in the World of Work, the question is whether more can be done from an 
international law perspective for this issue.  
  
Further challenges include the codification of laws to combat new forms of sexual abuse including up 
skirting and revenge pornography.  
  

 
5 https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women 
6 Smartt, Nicole. "Sexual Harassment in the Workplace in A #MeToo World". Forbes. Archived from the original on 
January 16, 2018. 
7 https://www.equalitynow.org/the_global_rape_epidemic_campaign 



 

 

However, the issue of sexual abuse and violence is not simple, complexity regarding intersectionality 
and men's rights is significant. In addition, there is the concern about false allegations and the 
maintenance of the rule of law.  
 


