
 

 

FUTURE CRISIS COMMITTEE: AD HOC CRISIS OF THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL (FCC) 

Topic Summary 
 
The early 21st century was filled with optimistic attempts to combat climate change, either unilaterally 
or cooperatively, but time and time again these attempts failed. Many of the world's largest economies 
chose paths of growth over sustainability, and, as such, other nations followed. In 2050, with natural 
resources depleted, and climate change making the cities of Earth unlivable, many nations of the world 
have begun to look south towards the emerging continent of Antarctica. 
 
The promise of riches in Antarctica is tempting for many governments. As ice has melted more and 
more, the barren tundra has given way to a resource-loaded desert. With supplies of fossil fuels, 
particularly oil, and precious earth metals running low across the rest of the planet, Antarctica looks 
like the perfect next step to satiate the industries of the world. Many have taken the opportunity of 
the mining ban that once protected the land mass being up for review as the perfect chance to tap 
into its resources. 
 
Beyond just natural resources, Antarctica’s now more temperate climate looks like an appealing home 
for the millions of climate refugees that now exist around the world. Nations are eager to rehome their 
displaced citizens, and some are floating the idea of establishing permanent cities and colonies on 
Antarctica. This would be a challenging prospect, as it would require terraforming and transportation 
of materials but, with many cities becoming unlivable, governments are running out of options. 
Despite current issues with establishing settlements, as more parts of the world become uninhabitable, 
Antarctica may be the last place human life can exist on Earth. 
 
This is not to say that there are no countries that still respect the principle of Antarctica as a part of 
the common heritage of mankind, belonging to everyone and no one nation in particular. These 
countries hope to protect the previous guidelines established when dealing with ownership and use of 
Antarctica and also to enforce those guidelines against nations that have chosen to ignore them. 
Questions remain though whether countries that would like to preserve Antarctica will be able to 
leverage enough power to do so. 
 
The treaty system that governs Antarctica is complicated and at times contradictory, with ideas of 
common heritage of mankind being followed by rules regarding land claims. Said land claims are even 
messier as some are overlapping, some nations reserve the right to make new ones, and other nations 
ignore them altogether and build bases wherever they please. Mounting pressures from world leaders 
have brought the integrity of the system into question, as more and more demand clearer treaties that 
serve their goals. The only certain thing is the lack of certainty in the fate of the melting continent. 
 


