
 

Topic A: Nuclear weapons in Southeast Asia and the Pacific 

ASEAN/Brunei 

Country Background: 

Brunei is a sultanate in Southeast Asia that has a landmass of 5765km2, a GDP of 11.4 billion USD and 
a population of 423,196 (est. 2016). It shares two borders with Malaysia as Brunei is divided by 
Malaysia. Brunei has been a member of ASEAN since 1984, the year it also ceased to be a British 
protectorate. The country is a monarchy with the Sultan of Brunei, Hassanal Bolkiah, acting as the 
Head of State, Premier, Minister of Finance and Minister of Defence. Brunei’s economy is based on its 
natural resources, with state finances and the economy dependent on the large oil and natural gas 
reserves found in the region (the industry accounts for 65% of GDP). Brunei’s export markets are 
Japan, South Korea and Australia, whereas the majority of imports coming from Singapore, China and 
the United Kingdom. 

Country Position: 

Brunei possesses no nuclear weapons and is a signatory to key denuclearisation treaties: 

- In 1985 it became a signatory to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
- In 1995 it was involved and signed up to the Southeast Asian Nuclear Weapon Free Zone 
- In 1997 it signed the CTBT (Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty) 
- On the 14th January 2013 Brunei ratified the CTBT 

Recent claims by China to the South China Sea have caused alarm among ASEAN members. These 
concerns have come as a result of Chinese sovereignty claims to the waters within the 9-dash line. The 
territory claimed by China is within the exclusive economic zones of several other countries, including 
Brunei. These waters are vital to international trade and it is believed that large reserves of 
hydrocarbons are under the seabed. China has been building military bases on reefs in the South China 
Sea, some of which have hangars and are believed to hold aircraft with the ability to utilise nuclear 
weapons. 

The DPRK is also another point of contention as they are in possession of nuclear weapons and are 
considered a rogue regime. They have conducted nuclear tests and have fired missiles capable of 
carrying a nuclear warhead into the Sea of Japan, which borders Japan, Brunei’s largest export partner.  

 

These developments have increased tensions in the region. As some of Brunei’s largest economic allies 
are threatened as a result of the military developments in the region, the state has an active interest 
in decreasing tensions arising out of the military expansion of China and The DPRK.  

Proposed solutions: 

With regards to Chinese military operations in the South China Sea, the delegate of Brunei 
recommends that ASEAN should make a united front and send out multi-national maritime patrols 
refuse access to ships which may be involved in dredging to create artificial reefs. Additionally, ASEAN 
should bring access against China in the International Court of Justice to reject its proprietary claims 
to the entirety of the South China Sea on what it maintains are historic grounds. 

To reduce the ability of The DPRK to conduct nuclear and missile tests, the delegate of Brunei submits 
that ASEAN nations should place sanctions on companies that have uphold diplomatic relations or 
engage in economic activity with the DPRK. These sanctions will cease the flow of foreign currency 



 

and cripple the DPRK’s ability to purchase technology and machinery involved in the process of 
manufacturing nuclear weapons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Topic A:   

UNSC/People’s Republic of China 

Historical Background/Past Action 

As the world stands on the cusp of great changes, the People’s Republic of China prepares itself and 
awaits them just as eagerly. On one hand, China is convinced that the future has in store great 
developments for the world; on the other hand, it acknowledges that certain nations are at a loss as 
regards to the economic deprivation they have faced over the years. Somalia is one such nation. While 
battling piracy, internal conflict, a lack of opportunities for development, gender inequality and 
environmental degradation, Somalia has struggled to make progress towards economic prosperity. A 
solid threat which needs to be addressed is that of the militant group Al-Shabaab. Civilians are being 
attacked and the conflict between the Islamic state and Al-Shabaab puts the civilian population at risk. 
Internal conflict, socio-economic instability and internal displacement hinder the functioning of the 
central government. China understands that financial aid will greatly support Somalia but it also 
recognizes that the government, due to the various existing and presiding issues, lacks the effectively 
allocate the aid provided. Furthermore, the Somali unemployed youth is vulnerable to extremist and 
pirate groups and this poses grave danger to not only Somalia, but also the international community. 

History bears testimony to the fact that China has always been active as it pertains to the  providing 
of relief to the countries in need of help. The UN has carried out several missions like MINURSO (United 
Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara), MINUSMA (United Nations Multidimensional 
Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali), MONUSCO (The United Nations Organization Stabilization 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo) UNAMID (United Nations–African Union Mission in 
Darfur), UNFICYP (United Nations Peace Keeping Force in Cyprus), UNIFIL (United Nations Interim 
force in Lebanon), UNMIL (United Nations Mission in Liberia), UNMISS (United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan) and UNOCI (United Nations Operation in Cote D’Ivoire) and China has played an active 
part in all of these. Notably, China has also recently declared its Belt and Road Action Plan, allocating 
900 billion USD into developing countries along Eurasian trade routes so as to increase their capacity 
for trade. 

Country Position 

China, being a strong ally of Somalia, believes that the difficulties it faces are merely temporary. As 
such, China hopes to advocate for effective investment into Somalian infrastructure. When countries 
in Africa have needed support, China, along with other nations offered assistance. The delegate of 
China is hopeful that the UNSC will come to a similar conclusion with regards to the present issue.  

Proposed Solution 

In light of recent bombings and attacks in Mogadishu, China is aware of the urgent need of a unified 
attempt to provide relief to the citizens. The delegate of China submits that campaigns such as 
UNOSOM and AMISON have supplied insufficient aid to Somalia. As such, it is suggested that an 
investigative body be created for the purpose of overseeing the effective allocation of funds to the 
region. Furthermore, the precarious situation calls for a UN sanctioned task force to be created with 
so as to ensure the continued stability of the country and the effective distribution of resources 
throughout it. The newly created task force may also carry out operations to provide humanitarian 
assistance to the citizens of Somalia. 

The People’s Republic of China strives to work all nations of the UNSC to help Somalia emerge as a 
developing nation with a potential for economic prosperity. 



 

Topic B: 

UNSC/People’s Republic of China 

 

Historical Background 

While most nations work towards achieving global peace, some countries continue to hinder progress 
towards such peace. The UN has historically worked towards resolving such issues through peaceful 
means and the use of sanctions has proven to be an effective course of action. As such, China strongly 
believes that the use of sanctions is essential when reprimanding a country which may pose as a 
threat. Nonetheless, China is also aware of the humanitarian effects that the imposition of such 
sanctions may have. Therefore, the delegate of China submits that sanctions should not be employed 
against countries undergoing humanitarian crises. 

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has had seven resolutions passed against it by the 
UNSC since 2006. The DPRK has historically been a strong economic partner of China, however, when 
it refused to rejoin the Six-Party Talks (which resulted in a joint statement on denuclearization), the 
People’s Republic of China recognised the necessity to reprimand the DPRK for its actions.  As a result, 
China has placed several sanctions on the DPRK. Nonetheless, China is reluctant to impose further 
sanctions on the DPRK due to the humanitarian effects that such actions carry with them. 
Furthermore, China has drawn attention to the political and economic effects of sanctions, as 
demonstrated by prior sanctions on Iran and the Russian Federation. Demonstrative of this awareness 
have been China’s decisions to veto the use of sanctions against several nations in the past, most 
notably those against the Syrian Arab Republic.  

Country Position 

As a result of the DPRK’s refusal to comply with denuclearisation agreements, China submits that that 
the sanctions placed on them must be left as they are. Although the population of the DPRK is enduring 
hardships, the People’s Republic of China recognises the need to reaffirm the regional security of 
Eastern Asia. Contrastingly, the People’s Republic of China believes that, as it pertains to the Syrian 
Arab Republic, the humanitarian conditions of its population must take precedence. As such, China 
advocates against the adoption of further sanctions, suggesting instead that various forms of 
humanitarian aid be supplied to the Syrian Arab Republic. 

Proposed Solution 

Due to the complexities involved with the issuing of sanctions, China submits that a general framework 
for the creation of sanctions be established. China also notes the importance of including 
humanitarian considerations within said framework. Furthermore, the People’s Republic of China 
urges nations to stop enforcing sanctions of materials unrelated to the production of weaponry 
against the Syrian Arab Republic. China submits that an international humanitarian task force should 
be set up instead. As regards the DPRK, China urges that, while sanctions should remain in place, a 
diplomatic dialogue between the DPRK and other nations so as to deescalate the situation in Eastern 
Asia. 
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http://www.china.org.cn/government/whitepaper/2010-12/23/content_21604479.htm 

http://www.china.org.cn/government/whitepaper/2010-12/23/content_21604480.htm 

https://thediplomat.com/2017/03/how-does-north-korea-survive/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/23/china-to-enforce-un-sanctions-against-north-
korea 

http://so.chineseembassy.org/eng/zsgx_1/t1499575.htm 
 


